










(c)  Plants, animals and processes – which are mostly biological – used for the production of plants or 
animals, with the exception of micro-organisms, non-biological and microbiology processes.

(d)  Methods of surgical or therapeutic treatment of human or animal body and methods of diagnosis applied 
to human or animal bodies, with the exception of products used in any of these methods.

Noting that computer programs are considered copyright works and shall not be regarded as inventions.

14. What are the rights of patent owner?
The patent owner has the right to exploit his invention which includes: 
(a) If it is a product: Its manufacture, sale, offering for sale, use, storage or its importation for any of these 
purposes.
(b)  If it is a process: The use of the process, or performing any of the acts referred to in the previous 

paragraph, in relation to the product which is directly obtained by the use of this process. However, 
others shall not be precluded from exploiting his invention in non-commercial activities relating to 
scientific research.

That is in addition to his right to initiate an action before the Patent Appeals Committee against any person 
who infringes his invention by exploiting it in the Kingdom without his consent.

15. When shall the patent annual fees be due?
Annual fees shall be due at the beginning of each year starting from the year following the application filing 
date. 
If the applicant or the owner of the protection document fails to pay it within a maximum period of three 
months from its due date, he shall be liable to pay double the amount. If he fails to pay after being warned 
during the three months following the expiration of the first three months, the application or the protection 
document shall cease to be valid, and this shall be recorded in the Register and published in the Gazette.
Where the applicant has paid the required fees for three years without being granted the protection 
document, he may postpone payment of the fees for the following years until the decision to grant the 
protection document is issued.
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8. When is an invention industrially applicable?
An invention is industrially applicable if it can be manufactured or used in any type of industry or agriculture, 
including handicrafts, fishing and services.

9. May an invention be owned by more than one person?
Yes, if the subject matter of protection is a joint work of several persons, they shall be equally entitled to the 
right, unless they have agreed otherwise.

10. May the applicant benefit from the priority of an earlier application?
The applicant may benefit from the priority given to a previous application filed during the priority period 
(which is 12 months from the filing date of the previous application).

11. When shall a patent not be granted?
(a) The protection document shall not be granted if its commercial exploitation violates Shari'ah (Islamic 
law).
(b) The protection document shall not be granted if its commercial exploitation is harmful to life, to human, 
animal or plant health, or is substantially harmful to the environment.

12. What is the term of protection for patents?
The patent protection period is twenty years from the date of filing the application.

13. What are the subject matters that shall not be regarded as inventions?
The following shall not be regarded as inventions:
(a)  Discoveries, scientific theories and mathematical methods.
(b)  Schemes, rules and methods of conducting commercial activities, exercising pure mental activities or 

playing a game.
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1.   What is an invention?
An invention is an idea developed by the inventor that results in a solution of a certain problem in the field 
of technology.  

2. What is a patent?
A patent is an exclusive protection document granted for an invention.

3. What bodies are responsible for granting patents?
The bodies responsible for granting patents in any country are the national or regional patent offices.

4. What body is responsible for granting patents in Saudi Arabia?
The body responsible for granting patents in Saudi Arabia is King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology 
(KACST), represented by the Directorate General of Industrial Property (as a national office). Patents can 
also be granted by The GCC Patent Office (as a regional office).

5. What are the provisions governing the grant of patents?
A patent may be granted on an invention if it is new, involves an inventive step, and capable of industrial 
application.

6. When is an invention new?
An invention is new if it is not anticipated by prior art. In this respect, prior art means all that is disclosed 
to the public anywhere by means of written or oral disclosure, by use or by any other way through which 
knowledge of the invention is realized.

7. When does an invention involve an inventive step?
An invention involves inventive step if, with regard to prior art related to the patent application, it is not 
obvious to a person with ordinary skills in the art.

Patents
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Industrial Property is a branch of intellectual property. It refers to the protection of rights resulting from the 
creations of the mind that can be applied in the field of industry, commerce, and agriculture. It covers:

 Inventions
 Industrial Designs
 Layout Designs of integrated circuits
 Plant Varieties
 Trademarks

King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology (KACST) grants protection documents for the first four 
types: inventions, industrial designs, layout designs of integrated circuits, and plant varieties; where as the 
body responsible for the registration of trademark is The Ministry of Trade and Industry. 

KACST has assumed the responsibility of patents since the issuance of the Royal Decree approving the 
accession of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) in 1982. KACST assumed this mission because intellectual property falls under its 
responsibilities since it is related primarily to patenting and technology transfer matters and because KACST 
is scientifically and practically the qualified body for this mission. 

The first patent law in the Kingdom was issued by the Royal Decree No. (M/38) dated 18/01/1989 which 
aimed to provide full protection for inventions within the Kingdom. This law has been replace on 04/09/2004 
by a new law,The Law of Patents, Layout Designs of Integrated Circuits, Plant Varieties , and Industrial 
Design, which was issued by the Royal Decree No. (M/27) dated 17/07/2004 and it was published in the 
Official Gazette (Umm Al-Qura) in 08/07/2004, and became effective from 05/09/2004.

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations. It is 
dedicated to developing a balanced and accessible international intellectual property (IP) system, which 
rewards creativity, stimulates innovation and contributes to economic development while safeguarding the 
public interest.

Industrial Property

5www.kacst.edu.sa





Industrial Property

Patents

Industrial Designs

Plant Varieties

Layout Designs of Integrated Circuits

Steps for Obtaining Protection Documents

Organizations and Treaties Related toIndustrial Property

References

5

7

11

15

19

22

29

32








